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I A BALL AT DELIIOMCO'S

i
t Srom Mi Uiil irr.

M j II wns In I hi- - Hi rd Vcnf of the war - Umt

J' year in which tli'- - peculiar snolal develop
"tj tncnt wiui ii drew nut Ibatgrcul na- -
ij i tlonal ("hiviiNidii iiini i cached Hi ul--

minuting poim. Tne htwh of honfti tin
agon) nf MMprnwOf which nl thu Bml out
break hold the nation a, bail Mih

l sided, aim n motion bad set in, iii war
Rti was accepted as a faoti it orgMico', vleto
ijjj i, ik. aini defeats lunl lifetime matter ol

1 tpooulntloni a now Bold for profit llttla
t,i more.

a new element tun rin to Hie mrfaoe
1,1 of hii let ? - ii'ii tttaehdody grtntotruoy, ol
j whom so much tvai mid but very little

really seen, but mi aristocracy nf Willi

garnet tha bulla and the baan men who
ppoiilnli it on Hi" fortunes of the war.

Mid arbom a aingla day made bafgan or
I millionaires. Haver wa the ramblini

M . spirit frightfully prevalent, Woman,
a well aa men, bad oanght Iba Infaotloni

ami tin' fifth Avenue 1 t at night ro- -

llaotad to in'' hour ih waned enacted in
u mill Itmnil street during tho dry.

(Cor wae tbi riskiee spirit without its
reflection in the guv world. There. M
elsewhere, wo found the lux affrena
whicb i one of the worst symptom of de
cadence. Thoee ml their MM le

gioui who felt that ibev were y roll-

ing in wealth while the morrow might
IWeop thrlr every possession Into th gulf,
look an Intnne pleaattra In aatoundlna tha
world by tii" iplendorof thatr entertain'
mepts, tbe rocklaMneea of their llvee, and
thalr disregard of everything beyond in
present moment. Ifever were the bails
more onmerous, mora iplendtd, and morn
thronged) nerer w.u society more bril-
liant, more heart!ear, mm hollow,

i With the decay of principle wim'h ua
t'- derlay nil thin, bad grown up the craving

for the Odd Hint the OSoaptlOOali It wits
DOl enough th.it tha toilet of a reigning
ii lie mould nirpam all othen in cottli-Me- m

and beauty) it was notntng ir not
oonsplcoualy ocoratrio The fashions of
tii laal century were revived powder,
patohaa, an i tha various ui i'duniu ; only
the powder wm of gold and MlTer. and the
head tire perbape a series ofgujata biaz-bu- i

on the bead of the wearer. In it word,
iCiety hail become fast fast In dres". fast

in manners, fust In tu" terribly tad in
its flirtation; for the moral tone kept
ei en pin e wiiii tha general eooial demur-nitratio-

In those davs (soi icty In Kaw York
changat so rapidly, ant m so many re
spools bna changed, we hope fnr the hot-
ter, since Hint period, thai we may speak
In tbeaa terms even ot toreoent ii Jute
aoclety hail it queens eorereiftni of a
d:.v, whoiw relguej thonah neoeeearlly
wrlel (foi aomeoudden raeerae in lortune,
or oine novel rtex . pinent of eccentricity
in the person of u rtvul, ueuHlly extlu-gnte- r

ed their career before the cloas of
aeoond Mwonii wcra aa lonifiu they but-e- i,

deepotlo.
The queen of o 'lefy in tha winter nf

Ihki w.ix augunta De Lanoer Bight Hiud-twen- ty

year of nue, he bnd been i.t
yearsn willow; Ri,tlthi, the ,i'oii, tiaoii
t'f her reappenruuee in the sny world,
fbnadhoi n.eliliu u Uoiniu.uil wrial in- -

lluenoe.
It would be d.fTlenlt to cotirey by de- -

actiptlon the idea o( ripervon wboae prin-
ciple taecuatluit oonaMted m the tadeflna
Me charm which no ne women exert with-
out apparent oonioionanuai and which de-- r

tie- - analTeta, a dethroned queen, whom
Mrs, DaLancay bad iuuplanted, mall

deat'iihed her aaa "tnuli perMn,
with u 1" reaiaree, net m'. :.e
too much hair mid BJ i."

AIiIioiikIi thl- - deeoilpttoa Uternlly
oorrect.it altogether felled In Iti point';
for there wan ihut ill Mr.. De Ijiin-e-

w hich went lieyond ti nil or feature. A-
lthough rather pelow the middle Mature,
die produced Ihetffeot ot hetgbl ; the fea-ture- a,

whicb were in tbcmtoivM not re
markabie, been ine itriking from their
constant play, nnd fom the perpetual
variety produced in tbem bj ihediffereul
arrangement o berweulth ot dark brown
Lull -- hint Willi h was never even iii oolol
the name for ton lay in succession,
thanks to tbe capricious variety ol pow- -
Qen whii h the fusUlUU of thu times al-

lowed.
I. ui the great ('harm of A UEUKlll lie Tjiii-co- y

was to her manner ti obttrm which
was felt and recogumod even by her own
sex. when she eutered a ball roomarotj
eye was diraoted to her. Y iung girls
j. .i in tiie r dandngt married women
in then flirtations winl n it ii few man
OBurred to he in the ball when the arrived,
toaindy the del lee of Ihe oilier wrap- -
pings, wbtcbabo wmo mih ii coquettish
grace which rendarad them even more ir
resistible than the rich t times Hey wore
Intended to protect.

Mr. lie Loncey understood perfectly the
World with whii ii he hud to deal. Win a
gnsolnatiug everybody with the gracious- -

new of her milliner, having ti Winning
em lie and n pleasant word for all 'he nor
ar allowed i.ersell the dangerous Juxury
of a female friend.

Keitbur did ile aspire to tha perilous po
Sitiou ot a wit. Although few cleverer
women existed In the sphere to which she
belonged, she well understood iimt the
perfection of arl was to uouccal art ; there-gor- o

be seldom Indulged her uaturallove
of repartee, with ber own -- ex she eon-riin-

berseiU to studied commonplaces,
but oomraouplaoi - which cetued to app'ar
ti ti wuou unci en oy nor,

The one eccentricity In which she in-

dulged w. l III the niTiOle of dies-- ; gud
le-1- ggabi she understood Ihe secret of
atimulutlng the luterestol those aioiiuu
Ber by nori r (ulflinug their expectations.
If she had daaxled one evening i a t illet
of peculiar brilliancy, lusureo or eaiimg
forth it dozen ImitattOUS, Oil ihe next 00
, ; i ti it wua probable that she would bp--pi

ar in neosi time ot such ravishiug sim-
plicity hs to tempt every beholder " for-s-

eur theui eiurlh ull liehnea or display
)u dress.

In a word. Augimtit Ie LanOOy wm uu
artist, and, like nil artists, never forgot
tlie theatre uu which wild to to appi ..t
or the audience wuloh ii was her plot ince
to subdue,

Much iiiteret hnd her n felt and express-
ed MS to how Mrr. De LWIICey would appeal
et iiiu grand subsoripilon bail at Deliunul-Co- s

which was to be the trown
leg eveui of the season, Delmonloo's
balls were lit Ihut tiuiu u uovelly.
Pvopls still orowded their dear Ore
In friends lino i...., not large
tnougb to hold half the number, aud
axtiM ted them t nnd enji ymant in a
glare ui gaslight, adln ot music. and an
inter impoasiuiiity m Inoomotiou exoeplr the lew young end rigorous dancers
WllO held Ululi.-pute- d poSSQSSlOU ol the
liour.

iu the iuc'ui martyrs, who had habitu-ally done peuance in tins way. Deltnoui
to . luddcnl opened a region of real

The large, cool, handsome bail
room, in which spectators may prouieiindu
St i hi u ease WlUlOUt the I ol ovet'l brow
ll mil till' ill tat III on- - couple in i(,e Ui,l ip ;

the music lolled down to boilings ami
Duiuty from behind iu leafy soreeui ihe
Dtimerous Mttiiig rooms, with their ca ti-

ll ti M and other appliances for those who
C refer repose tO locomotion; thu dclu luus

oudolra tor flirtation, were such a novel-
ty to thu pin it goen of N.i that they
baldly yet len.ixed their owu good for-
tune.

(It all the admirers who hovered round
Aupii'ta De l.ancoy, there were three lor
whom so speoiui a preference hud ut varl- -
ous tunes been manifested, that the uluh
Ilieii who know us well how to gossip as
liyol the weaker sexi had setiled ll in
Uu ir own minds thut the seusou ouhl not
arrive ut iUelose without a decided step
In itnc or the other dir.etiou on her part.
Cub Ncvius, M. Delauo, aud young Her-njH- ii

Kgertou were jueosuly styled at Itiu
Nuba wpgu Presuui, and Vuttire," refer-r- i.x to their supposed positions vis otM ' I'e Ulll' ev.iW. W ' ol. KevlUS, it wa, well understood, had

Xi N l 4uMl Wimej e be- -

fore she married Da lntr, ib htwi been
diepcrateh m love with the young Inge-
nue, never fur an lust. ml lUst Mnp en
iiuetrv In hr eompoelnon.and was runy
pcrsuhdod Ihnthobnd scenreda nlnco in
liet afft nttnns, Perhaps he wm n bttie too
ore nfiii-- ' fiapplneesi perhaps be did not

-- peak soon ei ght for n is certain thai
bn had not vol declared himself In words
when Augusta's mother, wbo hud for

'..r- - pus I kept hoi i vi I on the rich old
bachelor w din He bm 'oy, ill length suo--c

'i did in bringing him to her dttughtcr's
feet nnd took IheOtltltOsI oppni iuuity ol
apoi -. n Si Vlns of lb(1 fact.

Net or- - miiiptod tin- slttial on, rcmnln-,.- .
i i im In i fie u u wiih tun gay

young WlICi but wlpn the war broke
Otll a lib Ihe So ith, was one of the ll ret to
v luuteer his services to his eounlrv, and
departed for tha sni ot war, porimi not
mnoli oaring how soon n ftontherubullel
might b mg in- - oareer to a olosa, li s
i in thenrmy was rapid nnd when he
Visited N ew Yorli on his first lent o of ah
-- ence, a hero ill the eyes of the world if
not iu his own. the fascinating Widow was
quite ready to remember their old friend-
ship, ftini even oooaMonnliy to forge I her
pr tit flirtatious, and glide Inscn-lhl- v

into a (one of sentiment SUfAl'lonl to pro-
voke the OOuJeOtnrtt of the looker on aud
the disgust of the lady's more openly re-O- O

gulled Hilmiiers.
Alfred Del mn was nn admirer of ndiffer

en I stamp. Thlrlyflvo years of age, not
reinntkahle for iters ami at tract tons, taci-
turn nnd reserved In manner, he was one
of those uu ti w ho Influence the sex by a
hidden si length and fervor of character
which seldom appears on tha surface, bui
which n cloer Bcqiiallltanoe reveals In full
force. Among his own teg he was Unpopu-
lar) wi.n women scarcely less so, except
among Hie few whom hedsugiil.hed by
an aXOllUtVS devotion, WhOSO very runtv
rendered it the more Irresistible.

(if this devotion Augusta De T.tncey
had for the past two yeitrs been the Ob-

ject, in Society he was her
attendant sn much so that In the seleo-tin- ii

of quests for a limited party the
hostess invariably said, " We must invite
Mr. Delano for Nlr-- . DeLanoey," To him
uas tacitly .one ded the piivllege of es
em ting her to every ball Hint sheatteiiibti,
of a Place In hr box at the opera, and of
qtdetly ignoring every other woman witb- -
out creating offenee. II wa' geuentlly un-
derstood that Mrs. De I.nncev did not even
retuao to accept preeetits from Mr. Delano

presents, not of trifles like btMshoWNlfvUI
and bouquets, but articles of real Value,
cotly personal ornaments which she uui
ind hesitate lo SCOepl and wear.

There would in fnct have been little
doubt in socli tv Hint the intentions of the
parties were nHMrimonlal, bni for one in-
superable Objection, ThOUgh Alfred

Into the world en oaroom though
he had his bachelor room- - at a hotel, dined
tit the club, and passed his evening- - at I he
opei a or iu society, it wiu perfectly w 11

known that he was a married mail. Me
bad married In tha country; and though
tt wn generally understood thai he bad a
House at Port Washington, and took rooms
at a hotel in town every Winter, Inirdlv
any one had Men his Wife, It was said
that she was pretty and attractive, but
had no ,ast for gaiety, and preferred the
retirement of the OOUBUTy to the exoito-nienf- a

of a town hie.
Del ino's position as a prominent broker

necessitated hi- - constant presence iu Hie
eity. and. it would appear, a considerable
amount Ol social intercourse in which his
wife took no part. People shook their
lo ad- - at his intimacy with Mrs. lie LaUOey ;

the ladies pitied her imprudeuoe, wuiiethe
club men llarkll linitiil that the affair
would probably result in an elopement to
Paris hints, however, oautlouaiy uttered,
as Delano was known to be u (Lingcroiis
man to pn vokc. J

tlerman Bg rton wasn man about towu ;

a youngster woo dahbled iu stocks and
I lay d ii little at the broker hu-lne- but
Whose tunc was prlnolpally ptueetl at the
bull room, the club, and the nice course.
I'hottgb less generally ttuiti his
h .ti- -, his good looks, easy assurance, and

ii a, as made turn a universal fator-Ite- ,
aud it was a common remark lu the

gay world that nothing could he done
Ithonl him. No dancing party was

oomplete unless he led tbe " ger-i- ii

in." WblCU In a certain class is ihe lest
of eooial distinction. A SctOU of one of
ihe best families, he hud Inherited a hand-
some fortOUC, WhlOb he had by this nine
sutllclcutly diuituiithed to beg. it lu think
anil i i.tge leslruble) nud he hud in Ids own
mind selected Augusta De baucey us the
ibj t In t suited ui once lo his tustej and

Ui cessit lev--It
may appear surprising that Mrs. De

Lancey, who with all herloveol admin
turn was not wanting in practlool good
St use. should havu to Iterm.in's
advances, Hnwas four yean her junior,
ami fur more than fouryeurs heriufenor
iu Intellect and force of character, Bm

bout this lime Mis. I le l.ancev s heart had
Uecotne conscious ut a void wbloh hei
daily resources were unable to till. She
WHS beginning to we try of her barren tlit-t-

loll with Allied Delano. hi kuew. or
at least strongly inspected, that he con-
demned himself, and that the thought of
his neglected wile was a constant reproach
lo btm in the midst ol his apparent devo-
tion) that It rendered lulu moodV uud
variable, and embittered ber enjoj meut as
WOlla Her heart expanded at
ihe outspoken devotion of youug Bgerton,
wh en sbe could say to berself uicuut sume-ihni- g

in eai neat.
Herman had not fade 1 to profit by bis

Opportunities aud lilt hough he as yet con-
ceded to Mr. Delano tbe privilege of

Aim. lim b.tucev as Uvv eseoi t.
he made it a rule to lube posstseloil of her
on gel urrlvul, ami to remalu by her side
the whole evening, flatteriug himself thai
by so doiut he drove Deluuo tuUesperu-tioo- .

Tbe gossips in society had generally con-
cluded that Mr. Ugertou'i atteutioni io
Mis. De La nee y would re-u- it man engage-
ment it ludeeu ihe) were not already an- -
Xtiucd, KgvrtOU, when thu que. ion was
itisinuateu, tuts not -- low In oucourugine
the idea that there was au understuuding
ilreod) exbttlug between them, in nu t,
lie had made a formal lender of his h.iiul
ui tl heart, nud received an answer which
w .is nut uu absolute refusal, and might
nut e expanded into au uuquntitled accept-
ance had nni the unexpected return of nor
old admin r, Col, NoVIUS, awakened some

memoriea, and rendered her
a In lie uncertain as to the state of hei
affection-- .

Hei mail Was one of the first an Ivals nt
Delmonloo's on tha night of tha bail, ro
Ull tbe truth, he was drawn thither not su
much by eagerness to meet Mrs. De Lan-
ce) iu by the tie-ir- e of diuplayiug a pecu-
liarly splendid diamond of Which he had
possessed himself out of Mrs. tie Uanooy's
jewel bux, in daflaUOa of her streuuutis
objections, and dts'iatcd his Intention ut
-- poi ting at the ball.

v n le ii. .ii. i.;; through the ball room,
and studying the various faces, his atlen-10- .

n was attracted by a young lady w uu
s it apart from the company ill the deep-I- t

receSS Of the bow Window, ut the west
end ol ihe room. He was at acted part I t
by her In amy, winch was remarkable;
partly b) the singularity of her position,
alone and apparently in a melauonoly i ev-

ery, entirely ut variance wnh her sur-
rounding-; partly, it must be nrtnfrriitil.
bj the ningmttoenoe of ber Jewelry, espe-ciiill- y

a necklace of Mppblrtl mi l

which hbi jewel-lovin- g eyerecog- -
UUted iu ot tht: hist water ; Inn Iiuyoiul ull,
lit Hie discovery which he uncle or fgu-Ui-

Unit he had made, Ihut she wits study-in- g

htm inr his diamond) with lultnirai uui.
i invoiced that he wa.s on the road to a
conquest, bo took a position lu the neigh-
borhood ol the platform which divides the
itow window from the bull, nud, allowing
in- - diamond Ul sparkle on Ins ungloved
bOIld, appeared engrossed 111 tile contem-
plation ol the duuceis.

"Can i do anything for you, NcvinsT" he
remarked, us thu Uolonol pti.i him,
alone and appurenlly Uitle luterustutl iu
what was passing uroiinit blm, "Is thereany one hers tvlioui you would like to
know,"

" No," said Nevins. " I feol like astraiigvr
in Iheae gay Ma in s, and shall leave themso souu for others of a different chariiolur
that 1 cannot full tutu t.ie spirit of theevening,"

"That is a pity," said Herman, "its yuii
are u sort of hero at present, and all the
ludles are oruzy to know yuu. Have you
no curiutity 1 Vou uiast see u great until t
new luces."

"Neatlv all Hint I see are new," utid
Nevins ; " the faiiilluir faces are the excep-
tion. Who i your lelguing belle this wiu-ter- r"

"Mrs. De l.ancey, of OOUrM," snld Kger-tu-
" 1 n wcUvi thai you ask the quesuuu ;

but I have just seen a ladv who, If I hnd
the BMnammeill. of her, would comeulosu
upon tier at least."

Nevins followed M friend's '.'lance until
It rested on the holy In the window. He
made no comment, but simply inquired,
" Who Is she?"

" That is the question," said Bgerton,
"It is an entlfoll new face; one that bus
neVet bet n in loclotv at least in our set.
I should sav seine i.Yiii.'iMi'r."

At He- - moment Ml De l.meev entered
on the m m ol Mr, D In no. Both gentle-
men paused iii their conversation, but a
fltrlmis pith'P Which WOJ In full pngross
re idcrcil it ImpiW-lbl- e foe uith rof Hn in
lo Join her for ihe pre-- , ni. 1.. ei ion was
Hut first to reiuma hkt oommenia on tin
fltiknown la iv.

' How be (feUCe did she ever get Into
that corner of the bow window 1" he pres-
ently remarked,

" flow r ' ol Nevins. "Why, every
one of those worthy dowagers Ot) Ihe plat-
form has a daughter or prole oe of some
sort, whom she comes nominally to cha-
peron, but really to push forward by every
means iu her power; one of which is. of
eour-e- . to iTintil out eveiy other woman
who Is sufficiently timid to be crowded
out, and Is sufficiently attractive to bo a
possible rival for In r daiiguters. 1 dare
say ihe young lady commenced her even-
ing on the floor. I ku tha rest of the girls;
but every one who stood near tier com-
menced to spread out her skirts, nnd grad-iiall- v

press back in order lodlmiuisii the
standing room In the stranger's neighbor-
hood, rtieii, when the dancing began,
what chances to hustle her aeeiiieniiilly ;

10 tread on her dr. -- ; to pau-- e directly
in front of her; to crowd her from poet to
pillar, until in deepuir she took refuge ou
Ihe platform. Then the ninmmns took it
up; such n drawing together of chairs;
such an increase of confidential communi-
on Inn ; such a Welcoming of every new
an ival, and such pointed rogrels express-
ed Hint I hern was not luuie room iu the
ueighborhoo I, until the poor gu I, moved
on from chair lo chair, and quite defence-
less among ad tha women Who had leagued
against her, at last took refuge iu the
ilepths of tlie bow Window, where they
were careful not to disturb her. i'uicil
ni"f lt r tnlyine."

"She is wonderfully pretty," aald Her-
man. " Did you over see such blue eyes?"

"Take care, Hei 1111111. said Nevins in a
.w tone, "Mrs. Do Lanoay Is observing

us, and think also studying the yotnii;
lady."

"Ihope that she likes her." snld F.eer-- f
ui, laughing. " I shall be glad to have

my taste approved by su uudouhted an
authority."

"Herman," snld Nevins, changing his
tone. " are vou able to talk thus hghtlv?"

"Of Whom! tf Mrs. De l.ancey ? Why
not "

" Is it not true that there Is an engage-me- n

between you v"
" Is there any reason why vou should si-po-

tsi know uioie than the world re- -
portei" returned Egorton, becoming sud-
denly uruve.

' Yes. Hie strongest of rensons." answer-
ed Kevins, earnestly. "(If course you
know snmeihilig of the itffitlr. !':ot ton.
lor 1 know that it was pretty fieclyoan- -

eaesed at the dobs, from the Iromoal ex-
pressions of sympathy that I received
when Augusta boitmero married Walter
He Lanoay, My kiud friends took cure
Unit 1 should know that ever) hotly under-
stood thai I was attached 10 tier, and hiul
believed her to return my affection. I
wide infese to you now that when 1 heard
that Mrs. De LaUOey had reappeared in
sik ici v, and laid aside her widow's titourn-m- e,

I anplleil for leuve of absence and
re.urned to Now Y01 k for uo other rea-
son tn.i to uecertuin for myself whether
mere were any feeling existing on her
part which might ju-tif- me in asking her
Lo become tuy wite. 1 returned 1 uud the
tli t news 1 received wo the report of her
engagement to yuu. 1 sue now on your
Qltger ihe verv ring which she wore at a
diuner party where we met her a few tiays
ago. Is ii strange thut I should hate

I the report, aud made up inv mind
h in f. 11 Hi to regard Augusta De l.ancey
merely In the hunt of a ft lend J You were
formerly a g od fedow, llermun. before
thu brokers uud the women spoiled )ou.
Try and be like vour old self, and answer
me what 1 wish to know."

" My tleiir fellow," tutd Bgerton. laress-io- g

Ins moustache and mukutg his diamond
-- parklu 111 the gaslight, " I never could
qUita understand ton army meu with vour
heroics, if you sum try your chancM
with Mrs. De bliUOny, whyiryattuy. I'here
ui a panas in the dancing at present. I must
go and drive away thut poor devil Delano,
who Ll ready lo burst When he sees me;
and then I Shall have to give Mrs. De l.an-
cey it luru uu Ihe floor, llul ' otuo up when
you like and I'll uive you a charme: only I

warn you VOU'II get uothing like that."
giving his diamond a final flourish a he
grossed tbe floor la join Mrs. Du

VltbOUgh this oriversuiion was earned
on 111 a lone Utile above a whisper, muter
the protection ol the most noij of noisy
galops, Mrs. IP Lanoay had tuffloicntly
comprehended then Looks and gestures to
bare ber Lntoraal exolled aud her atteu- -
tiuii directed to the Stranger Who formed
tUe subject of discussion. 'I he nppearauce
of the unknown wils, she felt constrained
lo admit, well calculated to attract atteu-tlo-

She was uppaieutly not more than nine-
teen years ol age) small aud delicate iu
pei-oi- i, with a Childlike grace and beauty,
reudered still more attractive bv th look
of hetplcesnees Bod sudu'ss "which.'' as
Mrs. De LuDOCy aiignly remerkt... lo her-
self, "they so tttii know how to assume.'
rnu iu lores t which tlie sfrungsr appeared
to inspire bote m M . Kgorton ami Col.
Net 1111 piqued her exi ivelv, and sliu
WUI rebev I when the OoltolUSlOU Of the
dune permitted the former to cross the
floor aud join her.

So occup.cd was Iheat present Willi the
stranger, thai for the moment she forgol
ber dread ot a oomphcni lou between Eger- -
UU and DclullO, and pel united the latter
to retain bis place by in r side, Instead ol
lUUking, tut Sbe lUtd intended, some excuse
10 s, mi nun awai .

Delano stood awaiting Bgerton with the
oaim air ot superiority winch all thu I. it
Id's 1111I11111I1 was tint piool against: uud
turning Ins hack to hint, took a position so
directly in trout of Mrs, De Lsiuoey, as to
render 11 almost impossible for RgvrtOU tu
approach,

1 wish," remarked Mrs. Do Lancey, In-

stinctively fore icing the complication
from the relative positloui of Dciauuaud
Kuerten. "1 wish, Mr. Delano, Hull you
would ask Col. Nevins to iMune and speak
I e. 1 feci a little miriOSlty to know the
unme of a lady whom 1 saw lum noticing
at the bow window, uud who, 1 think, must
lie UU ucquuilliuucc ul his."

Mi. Deluuo, whu was short-sighte-

rtu.sed bis eyeglass, and took u survey of
tbe room, carat ully uvoidmg louking to
ward Mr. Kgerton, The next moment his
countcnuncu changed) lus arm fall by his
aide. Ills chuck 1 mutinied, then tuiued
pine; uud with u sudden Uiovetnuul ol 111-

patleuoe he brushed past Bgerton uud
Into an adjoining room.

"He knows her also," thought Mrs. De
bum it) , hu hud observed thu direction of
uls eye.

As Ib rman Bgerton stepped boldly into
DellUio's VUCUUt place, ami tier eye caught
Hi spin I. le of the ring on big Anger, an-
other and morn embttrruasiiui expiuuation
of Delano's couquul suggctied luelfi and
: he hurriedly wubuieredi

" lb rtnan, you will oliligo me by not
my dintnoud Auother

iiuiu 1 win tell you why,"
" Is Mr. Hi lu .0 your escort everywhetef"

iUUUi eil Hi rtnan tu it lone of pique.
'Ue took the trouble to watt In the hull

for my at rival," remarked Mrs. Do .am t
pointedly.

The w nit z struck up, Herman offered
bis arm, aud they were soon embarked mi
its current. W'hllu supporting Mrs. De
Lunoey through u iuuc, Merman con-linu-

to (east his ayes ou thu unknown
litdy 111 the buw window. Uiicousciuusly
he at lust became SO prcocoiipmd us tu
relax his support of Ins partner I uud
looking up to liseeriuln the mum, she
Huoh caught hull yuiPillltc OOilOlOi Willi
a feeling oi UUploasure, she dcclareil bor-le- ll

tired, uud proposed to sit dowu,
as she did so, " 1 rtqucslcd you

.0 lenitive your ring.'1
" 1 did not hear yuu," snld lOgcrton.
" It seems to me ihut you hear

not iung umt sec uverytnlug, Mr. i ,

remarked Mrs. Du latnoay tu a tune of
annoyance.

Mean t Idle Ool, Ni'vins, left alone near
the pletform, hud the curiosity lo milk u
Ills way by lit t lu and little tu Hie remote
corner where the incognita wus sealed.
As hu drew uc tr he was struck nut uiily
by list beauty, but by the extreme sduss

of her expression, which seemed to Indi-
cate n sot row nf years' rtnrn'lon. Hhe was
sealed next to one of the most vigilant
and uncompriimlsiiig nf dowagers n lady
who bad lb ice unman led Innd perhaps
unmarruihie) daughters on the flour, an I

who was the instinctive enemv nf evi ry
thing In the shnne of a yonttg aiid pretty
wotiinn who came In nor way. Tins i idy
hnd placed hene-i-f dellhcraiefy In front nf
the Stranger, and wa- - eto-b- er every avenue
ol approach wnh ihevtgttaiM i adravou,
The momenl lhal Nevlna'e intentions ta
came tu lent, me lady held berself iii read -

in s- -, and as soon as be came Within reach
or her v e ,1 nil Inin with, "A charm- -
nnr ball. Colonel Nevins, Yon liave not
been to call on vour old frlonoi since you
e 11 ru iiiiii tlie seat of war. What ure

the prospectant an iielion ?"
Nevins answered her questions politely,

nud allowed himself to be drawn mtn a
desultory oonversatlon, trusting that he
might be able sufficiently to interest Hie
unknown holy to draw her by degrees Into
tlie chat. The stranger, however, seemed
llttlo interested by his accounts of the
army ; but a flourish ol Bgerton'l diamond
suddenly ntlrnctmg her attention, she
timidly bent tut ward uud addressing the
dowager sail. "Will you have the kind-
ness, 11. a nun. to tell me the name of the
Ttmng gentleman who wears that very
large diamond ?"

"Aud when does flenernl Hooker ex-pa-

to move 011 Richmoud '" inquired
the voluble lady, resolutely iguorlug the
questioner.

" We are not Informed of the army
movements beforehand," replied Nevins
gravely. " Ptttdon me, madam, but you

the name of a gentleman,"
" t os of the rem . nun. with the large

diamond." I the stranger. "Cuu
y..u test me?"

"that Is Mr. Herman Bgerton, said
Colonel Nevins, "one of my particular
fr ends'"

"Is lis a particular friend of Mrs. De
f.niioey?" Inquired the ludy with eager-
ness.

" They are reported to becngaged." Thu
stranger turiud pale.

" Decidedly," thought Kevins, "Egerton
bos made a conquest."

" I heard that Mrs. De trfineev was on
verv friendly terms with Mr. Delano," re-
marked the -- trnnger.

"They are," said Nevins, "but fortu-
nately for my friend Kgertou, Mr. Delauo
is a married man."

"So 1 understand," said the ladv quietly,
" I I Inn you."

This last sentence was so plainly Intend-
ed to put au end to the conversation, that
Nevins had no alternative but to return 10
the Uoor, or resome lus task uf entertain-
ing his elderlv neighbor. Seeing Kgerton
approaching, hu hnstlly excused himself to
the old ladv, aud joined bim at the foot of
the platform.

"Well, what luck?" said Kgerton, tap-
ping Nevins en the arm.

" Iinpracliuahle." replied tbe Colonel.
" laal mlaaa I there be the more

cnslit 111 captivating her."
Do yon really mean to attempt It f in

Mrs. De Lauccy'l presence, too?"
"Motto attempt, but to accomplish It.

my dear fellow."
Never.''

"Never ttnbOld word. Colonel Nevins.
What w dl you bet Hint I dout't have bui
out on the door in half an hour I"

" It does not S", an to me a very fit sub-
ject for a bet," replied Net ins gravely.
"I would rather nut take )uur wuger,
UermsMi."

"What has come over you, Nevins!"
exclaimed Herman. "This is the first
tune that I ever heard of your declining a
wuger. Coma, 1 won't ask you to risk anv.
thing. Ton know that I had nrmuged to
buy your buy saddle horse as sunn us he
hud been properly valued. Now, If you
are so sure that I will not make acquaint-
ance Willi ihut young lady uud have ber
.luiuing before ttie etui of tbe evening,
wnl vou lgrcC tO give me the horse for
nothing if 1 succeed? And If 1 fail, why
vou miiv name ait) thing of mine thai you
like."

"Thai diamond on your finger?" said
Nevins suddenly,

' No, by Jove!" exclaimed Kgerton,
himself, " I would not dure to

part wnh that ; but let me see- - you shall
have my 'J : Ul team. Its w.irth more iliun
your saddle horse, but Under the cirouiu--tnnce- s

I am not afraid to risk it."
A Hilti mm would be of little use to

me in the flcld, ' said Kevin gravely. "I
decline your bet, Mr. Kgenou."

" Well, you mav name vour own terms;
as I am sure to win, it is of little conse-
quence. Hold on, Nevins," be repeated
as toe Colonel movil uway. " Item em bet
that you have once act pled the bet uud
can't ihdraw from it. particularly as I

have left the slakes to you anything you
plcttee tins diamond."

Nevins old not remain to discuss the
question with Kgerton, but passed into the
-- upper room, where he found Alfred
Delano standing near one of thu buffets
alone, and an unusual practice with him
ib inking heavily. Th frightful pallor of
bis face alarmed Nevins. Notwithstand-
ing his heavy p t. ne wits perlcetlv
sober patutullv suiter, he might himself
have said, isiiisidet lug that he was so evi-
dently dunking to drowu 1. night.

" De.ano." suid the Colouul, advancing
to Ihe bullet, "oaU yuu spare a glass of
bumpague from your bottle?"
Deluuu passed the bottle moodily, bat

uncle uo remark.
" Fbeee Imlls are a new Institution, re-

marked Ncvms. " I dou't remember any
before I went South."

" I delistt tliem," hissed Delano between
his teeth, " .Senseless orowUs whu euinn to
Ottl and elDOW belter men Hum themselves.
Tl i is the last nt which I will be seen."

"They briug together a great deal of
1. :uit v," said Kevins. " By the way, who

is ihe lady 111 blue who has been sitting all
Ihe evening In the DOW window ' It seems
strange to aaa oua ol ihe prettiest women
in th- - r cm a wall flower."

A spasm ot ruge contracted Delano's
face,aud setting Ins glass ou the bufful. and
tulvaucing close to Nevuis, he demanded
111 au UUdorlOUO, "Colonel Nevins, how am
1 to understand that questiou?"

"As you please, returned Nevins In a
tunc equally haughty. "I see nothing thai
dotnauds explanation in inquiring the
name of a ladv whom It is very ulear that
you reeogni d."

" Korgive me, Nevins," snld Delano
wearily ; " I am not wull and not
lit for this sceuu. 1 think that 1 will go tu
my hotel,"

" Before you go," said Nevins, " I have
uo objection to tell you why I iciked about
the lady. My fi lend Kgerion bus become
interested in her, and is moving heaven
and eurth to obtain un Introduction,"

" If he dare." muttered Delano, lit hand
olnsiiig on it knife which lay on the buffet.
The next moment he recovered Ills com-
posure, and with a curt " Hood evening,
( lolonel Nevins," pa-s- t d into another room.

( u returning to thu ball-roo- Colonel
Nevins paataoTlari, De Lauoey, wbose in-

terest iu Mr. Bgerton'i proceedings, us
well as bur anxiety about the ring, winch
she had not yet induced Bgerton to re-
linquish, hatt by this tune pitssed beyond
her control. Sn palpable was bar agita-
tion that Colonel Nevins 111 joining her
had uo hesitation in inquiring uhfthur
anything had annoyed her.

" (inly u trifle," replied Mrs. Du l.ancey.
forcing a smile. " Old Mrs. Do Kay pusx d
men momenl since, and whispered that
Mr. Egorton would get into trouble if be
took so much Hutu u of that lit t lady In
blue over there ill Ihe wind iw. am nuru
I don't know h hut she muaiis, and dare
say that it is only it piece ol her ill nut 111

but 1 cun t help feeling thut It would
place my ill u must ridiculous position to
sec Mr. Bgertou, whom the world has seeu
ut lu iicsign 10 me Itbougb, 1 protest, with-
out any reason), involved in an affair about
another ludy. Do go to bun, Colonel
None u you ure bis friend, uud tell Iiiiii
what Mrs. De Kuy bus said, gud beg him
not to render me uncomfortable,"

" 1 liuvu just nceii talking il It a gentle-
man who is ready lo blow out Ins lu ejus if
he speaks to that civ Hut It would hu
useless lo warn him. Kgerton would con
Kltler it all the more sport, if ii involved u
ohullengo ur au tucltimiie. lu tact he bus
forced me into abet." ticre the t'olouel
towered bis voice.

"Indeed," said Mrs. Do l,uncey aloud.
"Then 1 h..pe that be muy win it.

"Will you give me this dauuc?"
"Not this, but the next I was kenn-

ing it lor Mr. Bgorton, as 1 did tins lor Mr.
Delano, wUu appears to have forgotten all
aboiil'it. At present I am anxious to sue
whether Mr. Bgerton will win his but."

Mrs. De Lauoey was all this 'line suffer-
ing Ihe tortures of purgatory, nut merely
011 Bgerton'i accounts but from the

Ul the sutiBiucttou that she was

affording to old Mrs. De Knv, one of the
"levcr'st as well gl the most inuliclous
dowapers In pnclclv. TbfTS Was not n
quiver of her lip. not n nig In h heart
nl which she ibd not pcioeive lint. Mrs. Je
Kay ii- - a fully onusnlitus as herself, To
complete her discomfiture, she obs TVed at
inst a triumphal stiiilu paas over tboo'd
li lt's fucCi aa her eye movaJ gridiui Iv
away from her until it resin with a look
nf Intelligence on the young stranger, the
sudden ci ifflson n r r i hose cheek showed
her to be not without internet in tha usane
thai was trulispl mg.

Mrs. lie banc f' sltunllon becime Intnl- -

erab e, and her anuiiyance wni iniensiflcd
by perceiving lhal Inn glance oxohauged
between the ladies was not lost on Mr.
K.'erloii. who bad b en mum ling all thu
dowagers on the plittfOtm without suo-ee-- i,

ami now Immediately imide his war
to Mis. De Kay. COOfldenl that, although
no favori'e wnh her, he hoUlu simiii ex-
tract from her a solution of the myetery,

To bis surprise Mr- -. De Kay lYoetVed
him wild a griieious smile, nud remarked.
" 1 can r sidllv divine to whom 1 am in-

dented lor the 11 n- .1 honor of Mr.
Kgertnu's company."

"Can yuu tell me, Mrs De Kny, the
name of that voting ladv 111 the bow win
dowi" Inquired Bgerton, delighted with
the frank 111 inner in winch the old lady
had h iselt hDtrrtslttnod Hi SUhjeot, which
he hud expei led to be obliged to approach
gradually and through a variety of cir-
cumlocutions.

"lean," said Mrs. DeKn7:"but of what
Intc est cafl ll b hi a iHsuiouable until like
Mr ,1 11 rtou to kn iw the name of a lady
from the country , tt ho never goes Into so-

ciety, nud n ii en lie may perhaps never
meet ag tin."

"The more reason for making the most
of the present opportunity, returned

.ii. laughing. "I would a k you 10
praseul me; Initio nny case. If vou will
even u 111 ly my OUrtOfdty by telling me
bar name, I will do iinyihiiig in my power
to eritiiiv you lu raturu."

"Vour part must lie performed first,"
returned the old lady with a grtm smile.
"Bring Mrs. De fgtncey to mc, Mi. Kger-
ton."

With these words she looked so pointed-
ly lit Mts. De Lanoay that His latter could
endure the suspense no longer, but rising
and crossing to Mrs. De Kav, remarked, a.
she took the sent beside her, 11 You are so
evidently talking ub.uit me. my dour Mr.
De Kuy, that you must allow me to hope
that your remai ks am complimentary,"

Mrs. De Kay rose, and taking Mr. Kger-toii'sat-

replied in hergranth -- 1 manner,
" Bxcuso me for u moment, Mr. Bgerton
was Just request lug au introduction to my
adopt, d daughter, the ludy iu Ihe bow
window."

As She spoke she mnde her w av through
the serried ranks 01 du wagers (not one of
whom dured oppo-- e dial uwiul social pow-
er., and addressing the yuung stranger,
said 111 a voice solteued to positive tenner-nes- s,

"Alee, Mr. Bgerton reqintsts the
honor of au lutroduciloti for the next
dance."

A u Idcn fluh overspread the check of
the young lady ns she lookt d up and shyly
returned M . Kgerton 's bow.

" Vou have surpassed yourself. Mrs. De
Kav," rematked Mr- -. De Lnuoey, with
irouioal politeuesa, as iba old ludy resumed
her seat. " To advance a lady WOO for tne
best part of the evening lias OCOUpled.
however undeservedly, a posit m very like
lhal of u wudtlower, to be (he put tut r of
the leader ol the dancing set, xtas a piece
of Mm lee of Which I should hare hardly
thought even your talents ottpnble. 1 trust
thut the lady is a good dancer. 1 fear that
Mr. Kgerton would never survive the in .r- -

tlflcatTon of figuring at Delmomoo'i with
uu unpractbicu dtuicerfrom ibe country."

Mrs. De Kay teoeiv it M s. De l.iticoy's
sareasti. compliments With a look of un-
disguised compassion, uud rejoined with
emotion, " Pot r child !"

Tne tone of sympathy and Interest with
wh eh these w. ids aero spoken for tne
momenl disarmed Mi.--. Do Lunoey, sbe
was sill u(, and waited lor the old lady 10
proceed,

" My dear child." resumed Mrs. De
Kay, "while studying you during the
last halt hour, aud observing your suffers
Iocs uuder the maek of gayety, I recalled
what I often undurweui ai your age, nud
wisaed that 1 had then found a friend
wnh my pnsent experience to ted uie
what I now know too well, and loo lute.
Vou are making lrightfui mistakes, and
providing for yourself a terrible future.
Continue, myobild, to make enemies m
every direction, nnd to eoi round yourself
witn flutteretfa, ami see what a life is In
store tor you by and by."

"Ah. madam I" exolalmod Mrs. Du Knn- -

oey, " why 1? it that thu wot id cannot foi -
give a woman the i rune of being happy f"

" My de it," stud Mi s. De Kuy. " 11 is ibe
choice between nappi - and ple.tsurc. A
little bird has wbuiperesl to me that you
thought of marrying Herman Bgerton.
Vou (till sav hat 11 Is uo ulfair ot mine;
UOI is it. Hut 1 foiesee tin t when vou ure
married to a husiiauu of ins oallbre who
ktiows no higher impulse than pleas-
ure. Id teres ti ami vanity, and wbose
experiences iu the world huve been
just sunicient to fritter away whit-ev- er

In ai l lis had -- wiih such a hus-
band I can see that the best tu lie hoped is
Hint your career as u wife will continue
what it is al ..'. Hud you chosen
u different mini a man ot licurt, isti neat-
ness, aud character, who could gitc you
au ufleciioii tu winch you count respond,
and a heart which yuu could appi ec.ate
sueb a man as that. In short" (looking
toward Colonel Kevins), " I think wed
unoUgb of your na ure to believe that you
would h ail a differeul bte."

"Has t'olouel Net 111s rttaincd you to
plead Ills OUUje with mOr' inquired Mix.
De Lauoey, uervoual endeavoring to
uigh oil thu impressiou mode by the old

iau - word.
" My dear," said Mrs. De Kuj gravely,

"I know Culonoi Kevin ouly by reputa-
tion, and have no personal motive 111

sp aking to you of him. Besides, have
un rigul to diOhttO vour choice iu mar-
riage. . epi Mr. l.'g rton n you choose.
and loud, us you Uud lUbtodly wnl, the
life of e married bedo and coquette, Itm,
my dear child, lei mc earuestly entreat
vou, tin not, tor the idle pi iisiire ol a
inouieiit or Hie grulttlouttou ot a passing
vanity, destroy Ihe pcitee of Intuillca. or
come between husbaud and wife, Vou
little know, poor tiling, ho rotsury thai
vou have already occasioned. 1 nave come
lu re to-ui- to tell y tl. Yes, I am here
expressly uu your aoooUUt, Vou must
Still bate some heart lift. 1 reiucmbur
win 11 yuu were us lender-licit- i led and IU- -

uooeni as my poor Alice,"
Alice 1" exclaimed Mrs, De Lanoev, in--

stui lively folio. lug the directmu of Mis.
De Kay eye. " Will yen tell uui who that
young llUty s? 1 see tuul slut 11 protegee
uf yours, ami I huve an idea Ihut she has
sometulug tu do w ith what you ure saying
to me,"

"She Is Ihe text of ill v sermon." replied
Mi. Do Kuy emphatically! "She is my
adopted child, tbe daughter uf ill) deal est
frleud, aud the Wife 01 my nephew. Allied
Delano."

Mrs De l.uiiccy with difficulty icprosscd
an exclamation of surprise,

"she Is your latest victim." said Mrs.
De Kuy solemnly. " Ain u Delano loved
her husband, ail 1 wit happy With bun
uutil, iu uu evil day, you contrived to
finciiiiile bun and draw hi in away from
her, that yon might lead bun about lu so-

ciety 1- u And d" you tin nk that he is
happy when not mulct your biuuouoe
lun life is u perpeuial remorse, The sight
ol Ids In jut I'd wileulutost maddens bim.
Do you know wbai your vainly has done?
ll bus bllghtod two lives."

"Look ou your work," returned ihuoid
lad) after a pause, "There ns my utuuo,
Alice Delauo, whose life you have embit-
tered. I have brought hei' here fur you lo
see. Do you Uud her attractive at present ''

Think then what she UlUSt have been wbett
but eyes, now dimmed tutu oouttMiit tears,
weru biigiu with knuooeut gayety j when
shu .... slill u happy, loving wile uud
umt her."

Mrs. De l.ancey lowered her face behind
her fun, tthilu die hastily Wined away u
tour. When she looked up, Mis. Do kuy
bar risen, and motioning her to follow,
led thu way into u neighboring boudoir.
" And there," she mini, " 1 Ihe husband."

Mrs. De Lauoey shuddered us she
th huguardeyu ami disordered

dress ul Allien Deluuo. Thu wiuu who I.

he had tmulbed hud at length taken effect
on lus brum, uud ho wus Icaiung frum a
window g.uquug for breath, and wipiue
tbe p, .ps. ,1. 1. from his fevered brow.

Auuslu Do LatlCgy, though tbuiigbt-los- ,
wus not UUiegUug. Cluspiug the bund

of Mrs. De Kuy, she thanked her warmly
lor (he lesson that she hud given her.

" Vuur rings arc very bvimUiul," l'e- -

mnrked Mrs. De Kay, glancing at the hand
which Mrs. De Ku'ieey had ungloved to
feel for her handkerchief. " Win the en
gage men t ring uf mt i imi
to vour haptniiesw in udditiuii ?"

Mr-- . Do l.ancey tremble I. "Oh. Mrs.
He Kay. she exclaimed, "if you only
knew "

Or wa II mcrolv worn as a trophy r'
Mid Mr. De Kav severely, "So i should
inumiiie from seeing it already iu the n

of aitothci ,"
"This is unetldurablel" eXOla mod Mrs,

De Lancet . " Please, Mi-s- . D Kay, ll I me
ti ll you the whole Itory. I tu ly be to
blame, but not in lie way that you

."
I he story, when Ivlalisl by Mis. De l.m-Oe-

was 11 gn at relict to Mrs. De Kay's
inind, in whicl the graves; ns
to her nephew had been awakened. The
ring, It appeared, had been left with a
jeweller lor repairs. On its return to
Mr. Delano, he had taken It to show to
Mrs. De bnnoev a day or two before the
ball, and had reqiiented her to take cmirge
of it unlit ho uuuht take it out to Kurt
Washington, as he did not consider It -- life
nt ins lotflgtnta, unforiunnti ly Mis. De
l.ancey wont to a dinnerparty that same
d tv, wh'-r- Mr. Delano was not to bo pies-en- t,

.1 ii". to suit herself III selecting
trom bar owa jeweiry aha had yielded to
the lemptatlon of wearing this ring, which
Mi s. De Kay bit I then seen and recogn zed.

This was not, however, Hie worst of her
oompu, utile s. Herman Kgerton, wimwrt
her escort home, had been exre slvely
piqued ly the eiicimrngomeiit whicb be
h ought that she n i l given at this dinner

bit 'til. Kevins, lie was aocnrduiglv ill a
very bud temper, which Mrs. De uancey'i
effort- - hnd been unable to overcome, until
she tin e; of flattering his vanltv M a
OOnnoisfSOUr in jewelry, by rtsuestiug bis
apmion of her fltainond, Tbe ruse was
snooesafnli Bgerton was trntnedieteily moi- -
Idled on being allowed to inspect tne ring,
and completely subdued on rcceit big n

i0 try it on hi- - finger. Hut what
had bean Mrs. lie i.nn i v - const cruatlon
when he pel einptoijlv el used to return the
ring, defiuriiig thut he would ret. uu it
until sbe hnd danced the geTHMMI With bun
at ttie ball, pn t aiding thut he feared that
sh would otherwise dunce it with t'olouel
Nevln.

" 1 d id not dare to tell him the truth."
said Mrs. De l.ancey. "uud lu.ve 111

misery all the evening for tear that Mr.
Delano might seethe ritu. Herman shall
give it back to me tins Very evening, and
I Mill ruiurn it to Mr. Delano, ami irate
hun ettoh a leci ure about lus negles t of I,

wife a be will not be llkelv to lorgei."
" Hy no means, my dear.'' returned Mrs.

De Kay. resuming ber Seat 111 he ballroom,
to wnicii they had rettn nisi. " ( inly linos.
a husband lor yourself aud close your
doors to my nephew. Do not even offer
Inni your friendship Ko woman will
thank you for reetortng h r husband. Sue
would rather led flint she has recovered
lum berself. 1 huve brought my niece
lu re bn ihut purpose. The beet assistance
ihut voiic ill renUM is to n i;s t'ol-
ouel Kevins. '("' Poirtt."

The mu-l- c OOmmenciog. Col. Novins hns- -
en to claim bbtdanoe. The emergency re-

stored Mrs. Do Lonoey's composure, and
cXohanalUg a friendly pre sin e of tin Ii tnd
with Mis. De Bay, ihe accompanied Col.
Net ms tu tbe ut ner end of the room. Mr.
Bgerton and Mis. Delano hud preoed d
(hem. They wore evidently already on
quite friendly terms. Bgeltun spoke 111 the
low. setitiiut utul tune iu which he indulged
with ladies, while in companion listened
xx ith au uppeanitice of inteie-t- , which pro.
voiced Mr-- . De l.ancey, who thought Ihut
the lad v xv no sue hnd been sn rec nt ly com-
miserating xxn behaving very much like a
pi lie Used Ull't.

As the dance was about to commence,
Alfred Delano returned, but Mm. De Kny
promptly met turn, saying) " Alice is not
here; it you will drivu home with me, you
will Autl ber ei luv bouse," nnd It f. the
room with bim, casting over her shoulder a
rapid glance ot intelligence at her niece.

I Ins glance wns intercepted oy Mrs. De
Lunoey, and awakened trinh napiutoni In
her mind, "tan the old lady." she thought,
" have been making a tool of me fur in r
own purpose, under pratcnoa uf a grave
moral lecturer"

She had lit ie time for thought, for Ool,
Nevins was Impatient for his dance.

swelled us hit arm 00Circled tin
form of the ouly wuinnii that be had ovur
lovisl; and sue, as he felt herself druwti
to lum. and supported 1 iirough the max s
of ber favorite wall, appeuriHl to awake
InM a new exlsience. Once more she wus
the x otnig go I, unspoiled by society, happy
in the affection of the manly heart that
-- he had so long slighted. Sm thought of
the men whom sm bad preferred) of
Walter De Lfhnocy, xvhoin she had maiTMM
Without luxe tor Ihe sake of his fortune;
of Alfred Delano, with whe n she bad
WHSt'si tune and sentiment mat he had
not the right to bestow of lb rman Kger-
ton, tor Whom she had in lull! d uu idle
fanoVi originating in vanity, yet foru tune
mistakeu lor lote. Wintt tr. Hers they all
seamed, en eclaliy ttetimtu, wuo was ui
tuat moment uiaking love to a woman
WUOm until that evening be hud never
seen. hat waltz was Nevins's triumph.
Although not a word was ai changed lie
tell al ns cluso thut Augusta In Kuucey
was bis owu.

" Vou tire tired, Augusui," siud Nevins
in a low voice, us Hie ttuuee die near
Iti end. " Let us leave Ibi crowded bull
toom.'

There was a new-bor- n shyness In the
smile wnh which Augusta looked up Into
lus face. "Mr. Bgerton ha- - won your
horse," aha murmured, aa that gentleman
piwsed before them with his partuer,

" Indeed, 1 du uul legn t it." answered
Net in- - earnestly, us they passed out of mo
null room.

Kor the present xve xvdl leave the lovers
tu then' b Ippiuess, and follow Herman
Bgerton, wbo, in the full iittoxioatlou ot
iu- - triumph, oonducted Ihe lady, ol whoso
vi iy uumc im x 11 iguortioit. im. whom he
im i fouud mol e Impressible tbau even be
ni l liuagiiied inlc she bud betaned
to his salbcs with 111 ireet, and to tbe tone
01 soutiiueul Into which be imperoeptlbiy
glitU'd without Bppuiuul illspluosure, He
eVell ventured nine or twice .lining the
dunce to pn ss In r hand, 11111 Was :i. .i
Hull sbe bud once at leul ralmly returned
ne pressure, sue certululy tmiled with

-- a action wh ai she lolled herself m u
delicious boudiur at ibu tin ihci uu l of ibe
slllle Ol lip. II tUICUIS,

Here we are alone at hist," said Kger-
ton with a bulf-utiur- ed sigh, "if Ihht
evening oould only but forever."

His companion slightly hlushetl us she
allowed bet self tu tie conducted lo 11 re-

in ed scut.
"Have you enjoyed Uf" he ventured

presently to whisper.
A faint " Tee" "a- - the only reply.
" Ami tt ben may we hope to meet again I"

said Bgertou rupluruusiy, " When uiyour
uest bull i"

" 101 hups never," said the itrangar, xvuu
a sigh.

on, Alice!" exclaimed lite young mull.
"I' 11. Ion mc, but 1 kUOW you hy uu nlhur
inline. Will yuu tell luu xuur iiiuncV ur
may I till say Alice?"

a iiiusb wus tuu uuiy answer.
"Then, sVlioo. suid tlerman wuu rap-

ture, "say tuul this shall not be uui last
meeting, Nwuu tin place, tiny time i ouly
suy 1i1.1t there is some hope.

l'buyouua ludy wueslluut,
iteafiUg 11 glance al Ins cuiiipaiiiuii. in

sm pi is. u ii tmbe so tweet, so lunid, and ai
Ihe same lune u VUi'UCt . Ihut With a till ill
01 exultation be loiiiy laid hit uugloved
hand on beta, Alice's eye rested on lus
diamond. " Tuiu luv cly ling," she linn
inured.

" Let mu see it on your llugi r," stud llur-11-

in, transported in yond ail ooiulderu-ttuii- s

ot prudeucOi
Tne lady geillly drew off her glove.
" How beautiful,' "he j,. I. inind, with

it Nulla of girlish delight, u tho ling
sparkled ou bur Auger, "imu) keep It?1

The direoiueei ui this quusuuij took Iter-ma- n

oompletel by surprise. To tetuae ll
Would, he fell, be effectually tu relinquish
in- - ooiiquosti wiuio trom yielding u bu
was ruatllUHOd the uwkwanl fuul thut
it wus uul 1ns properly, llul befuiu hu
had lufficieutly u. .' I'd Un eut car rass-me-nt

to devise u reply, thu ludy rosu from
her scat uud witlin sutltleu dignity uud
uomposure rueumed, " I ueeia not request
your permission, Mr. Bgertou, to return
ibis nug, iuuiuuub as it is ulruudy luy
ot, u."

" Impossible," said Kgerton iu astonish
meut. " I received ii from another lady."

"Undoubtedly," rejoined the it ranger.
" Vou desired tu know my UUlUe, Mr. Bg-
erton, 1 am Mrs. Alfiud Deluuo. This
was my engagement ring. Mr. Delauo
took it some iiuiu siuLu 10 bu repaired t
ul has pot yet veturued ll. I v now

that he must hnve left It with Mrs De I
I.hiiccv. f ton; whom It pn-- s to W yaw Ilianda, Mv diamond has simpiv nin.l a B
tour and reluroetl 10 lie original owner? JSis-I- " and -- be touched a spring, eanstislIhe Inside ol tbe nug to opeu. "TbbiB
Mr. Delano's hair." A

lb in in Bgerton remained illoni wuk sM
astoulsl ut uud inorUflcatinn. Mn De.
In 10 rose, and simply ml ling, "I tii mitMr. Bgerton, for returning ms mvdiamond," hwi the boarloir,

A soli m i. echoed from tha oppnsHg
door, and Bgerton. turning in ooufti-hn- k

iicounlercil the uui us faces uf Mr-- . De
l.ancey aii, Colonel Ncvms.

"TOU have won mv h 'fse, Rg rlon,"
aid the Colonel, With a smile. ' Will yoa

have to pursue vuur couqiiHstf"
Tbe fop mi le) uo replv. He Mtnptf '

bowiid lo Mi- - De Laucuy, aud lull ibe
rot uu.

" Wo will keep his secret," snld the hap-
py ( lolonel to his smiling companion.

The secret wits faltbrullv kept, and Mr.
K rton p 11... in., ridicule ut Ins

lice.
It wus with very aonflljOtlM eumtloos

that Alice Delano flew to the dresaing
room wnh her lutwly recoveretl trea-ur-

Her joy at Its re' orory wits not unmtn-gle- d

xrlfh Indignation at what appeared;tO
ner the b tsooesi of ber btashand i cmiduct.
Mi's. Du Kay bad, 111 tact. recognizil the
ruig u Mrs. De ioiuoey's linger, gag,
alurnied ut the leugihs to which ber
nephew's Intimaoy would seem to have
pi uce 'dtHl. had resolved to try the effect of
nil exposure, wi.lcb must In one wny or
an it iter tor innate the existing state of s.

Kor Pal reason sue hud driven out
10 Kort VVueblugton. told her nieoe plaluly
ad thai shu had Witnessed, and proposed A
tliul -- he IbOUld confront In r bUSlMtnd at
tne hall, see the diamond herself 011 ibe
bund of Mrs, 1 tainoey, and bring Deinno
tO uu explanation, winch it was hoped
won i prevent his occasioning her flintier
uneasiness.

The discovery at the bnll that the rln
wga In the possession of Rgorton effected
a ohange in their tactics, ami Mrs. im
Kay hastily suggested 10 her niece Unit
she should recover the diamond itself
by the method whloh she subsequently
put in practice. Notwi hst mdl g tha
eminent SUOCCM of her uunt's scheme,
Ihe tiltimph sqit a pang to her heart)
for she held in her hands the proofs
01 her husband's baoeneee. Atone moment
pruie suggested to abandon bim forever)
again the old affection welled up III her
h 'ttrt, nnd whispered that, come what
might, she must forgive I tint.

We oun readily Imagine, tin 11. the Joy
with whuii she read a u ite, hastily written
In pencil, winch was handed her 111 ili
dressing-mo- Pv lira, Do Kay's maid,
I bis note told the w hole -- t re of the I'lUg

its related to Mr-- . De Kay by Jit-- . De lam
cey. With a joyous heart she reoncniX"tl
ihut her husband had beengUllty of little
beyond Imprudence, and In a moroeut Iht

nt vanished. Hastily sumtuontng
her carriage, she drove to the res douce ol
her aunt, Entrdly decide i what to - iy or pi
think, but recognixlna wiih atlriU of joy
that inr bus baud wai awaiting ber n ihe
reooptlonrot m on the ground floor,

"i musl entreat, my dear,'1 said Mr.
Delano gravely, " that the next time yon
lake u fancy to go to a bull, yon w ill do

fltvor to inform me, In order ihut 1 muy
accompany you. a married woman ui
wax - appears nt 11 d.-- 1 n inhlge g g
apart from her hntband, i"ou excited no
Utile oomment In your corner in ibe boa
window."

"Oh. my darling Alfred!" exclaimed
A'lee. throwing lu r mint around lum. "I
was so happy to be with x uu anil see you
Intbegav world. I want withmyauoti
and see! I have brought back my diamond
ring, whl. h you gave mu win ue were
iir-- t engaged."

D "Inno wns ci nfoimded. He saw that
everything Was known to his wlte. ami
knew not how to JltS y Inm-el- f.

" Mr. Kg rtou returned it to me." said
Alice, wh could not resist the womanly
triumph of exposing her rival, " He bad
taken it from Mi- -. Du Lttuoey, with whom
vim had Icfl 11. and IV QJ retaining ii. he
said, u- - a pie ige that she would giv e him
wine dance that he had asked for. Dear
Allied, arc these the people of whom so-

licit - mnde up?"
Detenu w as completely overpowered. Hi

da pod bbl wife to bis heart and whispered,
" Vou are my dbtmoud.'1

The world never completely understood
why Aifr.tt Delano, seme tew weeks after
tins evening, rcUrud from (he 11. aid of
Mr ikers and departed with lus wife for
Europe, whence they h ive not yu! n
turuod. That hull at Delmonloo's was in
l.it ball iu New York, al least up lo ihe P

present lima.
His friends nil agreed that i' was in M

fortunate for hun that he retired Jasl s.
when he did. Hal he eotltililltd 111 he Ibusluesi, his habitual boldness in p ilu W

lion would hate uudoubli li piovi hit
ruin on tlie titutl IIiuck FriUity Wbicli
stranded so many of but class.

I'.gert ui still attends tic halts il De-
lmonloo's ami elsewhere, tin. ugh t . nt
he does not often lead the g. 111 .... In
the course ot ton years be bits lupewl -

what out "f dale, uud been grade ll J "plai.ie.i by a younger genciutiolt. ll
ureeeut he is observed to pi-- s a iu h
larger OroportsOU Of his evening
supper table than 111 Ihe Itull roo 11,

lie tell at cue time Into th ' fn
tpeouutl lou, ami xvus nearly rubied m II e
lihc k Kruluy. II. the u.u ot hi- - frl ml
Nevius. who hud napptl) t'etutrucd
hu wedding tour w ith tlie ci-- di lil- -

gusta De Lanoay, he wa enable it .1
cnte blmsell, and Is now iu Hie rucclp i f u
comfortable though limited Inct i.
says, however, "tuat the renliil uf bin
haxu (braver d last pa ted its ill ...
bus certainly never sougiil to up .1

nnknoaru beauty sine' ihe evening un
which be wou his friend's hu e
his all lull promised Wife a! U ba -

uioutco's.

A Waadsrfkl Uistem ut llarnioms.
A nt l Ottf tl hi' iltir.

Among the passengers in u NVcmit
svemteeur hoiiiifl southi one foreii n 1. t,
txii- - h well-kno- ts II ell e , whu I. ell I. '..

...II ... II . I. ...I ...I .1 ....
ions, limns ei wales trickled down lib '
stui lueuuilcred along in. nose, 1111 nut
reached Hie imiut, when they droplietl iui
llvlon. Ho freiiioiit were tliee - nirsii.
iu glnlitiies down his fnes Unit a fellow pu n

gef ventureit to lntidie the eaussol ib ie.n
eat .in tow. " tint an awful headache tie nn ail-
ing," replied ihe -- uiterer. lifting bis bat lis--
I'loslug k lu in p of lee, which was slowly
.im 0 rroai 11 feels ul .1 level beal "Ten
li.'l lent It tt its." HO -- a Id " iiie I 'on. i !,! i.i gSVS '
.1 in. uerade nt Arbeitei' II. ill et nllii : lael
I..I of Hie I. m- - lliere; nn.. .1 room nut .1
,li...l snventip .oi.l ilrsiik ivhtti till itiioiil i m

.1, in t i.e moinlng I wautetl to go lioiiiej fl
.nni i bey let mu uul nf it "Ids dour, rroai Inch I

went tiiruugti itnii' bait to another uuor, ane t
from lliere I gul into iiiu liorroiuii, Uoysall n
there before me; but we all took a drink, and
separated Main tor the night, started fur Incite
b way of another- door, xx il Ii -- sine .. . - eiiil
ul the route, same bsrrnouii took anolhertlrbik
ivith i tie hoys, another farewell, another ibutr
for bttiite. another arrival atthe same ban ii
itovs nil there, glad to see me, pievsiled uimio
in. 'in tu drluu tx I tit me ogahi I again took leuis,
again rains round as lieforu,and egithi ' ii

the boys inni i""k it drink. Weill llis - ins
weary round sgain nud again, dlseoiiragt'il i't
lim Inevltaliie result, hul ! red bt die '

tvini uiil not de en inn there, Think t " '"
heller Hsll system ol bsrr ns niosl t lerfol
sysleiu "f biirriMims In ilm world. A- - ll
on e retuarketl Hen all mads le.nl in Itmu a
Vrlwliiir llsll sll minis Iviid to tits hurmoui U

Is a iiiarveiious sytem I Marvellottsi

I'ravel in TblrsMiiass t are iu IdSIs,
fVeai itt agva Mesuartf.

v third-clti- carriage In India comes ti
be considered full when, alter violent i ii 1
ton, i in. usL nt str'.iu langusge anil lie ml "tie

lion nl ' lew ''Hsu d punches mi ie " fl "J
the ausrd. It Is a struggle lu shut tli il

nt. nous plivslusl lllipossltillltl t ipltrll
nnotlier passenger Inside. I trjvelleil unsj
ui a llilrd-- - I'Stlings lo oh 'I '' lull '"f
I cannot yecaininend lbs stiiertvucc ss mu j

euUted to afford ureal Intensity of ' m
I nn do not 11 "n tic .' c situ "M

what purpose sesti srs pin ' " W

rlsgei is emitted to espert, lltuj pel W

tnehi, tqualtlns nn their heels ; tnd tu ss uw

piessure mi ihe space, tlisr will mi ' Us1 "'"f
nith tie greatest equanimity, on the l sne
Huns lieiwei ii Hie f aun rlmenis. Iliey sipiee

enibelr heels en Iiiu llo .r.tliet en -- n "

tlie S"un ami go 10 llsspi they Jibhel ''
santl ; Hiev tell frsntlualiy 11 thai rsnwt s ff
Si'iiniilntaii. luilf n mile uttst; ft HI ' a"
.Inni I" In I'lUdei kio Hum lii.tt In s '

the children are erylnei ti"t 111 ' im
munis of rice or pulse, grula lug Into
liioiltlis Willi their tliik'iTS the fuud .i'""1 "
euraeref tbtlr daetl inads up lows tow. 1

eerlaln that tne naive OMrlages art '!"
ovureruwded to n uiiiableealelit.and die' ; " .

, in, ,ii in .me it Is puselbie tu rss'ltw ihe ir"
i. slo'y thut fruai ne triiui Iii His t."" 'r.waSllabsd and'between-- inin Journey
port, eisbi aatlvei tre u-- su est M rvuie, U.se

u' ubwlerss


